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Amongst the many wonderful 
services offered to residents of 
Gamlingay and sur-rounding 
villages is the Car Care Scheme 
for people with essential transport 
needs but no means of transport.

 The Scheme is operated by 
volunteers and is subsidised by 
Cambridgeshire County Council 
(CCC) and - despite well advertised 
cuts in public transport services 
- CCC has no plans currently to 
reduce or stop its subsi-dy. The 
Scheme enables residents to attend 
scheduled appointments (with 
doctors, hospitals, dentists for 
example), to collect shopping or 
attend community events (library, 
Gamlingay Players, association and 
society meetings, etc.): some are 
regularly scheduled appointments, 
and others are only occasional needs 
to get from A to B. 

The Car Care Scheme has been 
operating in one form or another 
for over twenty years but …. it is 
becoming increasingly difficult 
to provide the service. Without it, 
some people might become isolated, 
suffer from neglect of health care 
– or simply but critically be unable 
to re-place supplies. Tragically, 
the biggest problem is not funding 
of the Scheme but the desperate 
shortage of volunteer drivers. So 
… hands up if you can spare any 
time to be available as a volunteer 
driver! 

As Scheme Co-ordinator, I 
am often asked, “what does 
volunteering entail?” The answer is 
simple: as much or as little as you 
can manage ….. and every little bit 

helps as they say! If you can offer 
an hour a week to take someone 
from one side of the village to the 
other, or could spare more time 
for, say, Ad-denbrooks, we would 
be delighted to have your help. 
Arrangements will be made for 
regular schedules or occasional 
back up for particularly busy times 
- but always at a time that suits the 
volunteer. For example, a volunteer 
unable to work on Fridays will 
never be asked to help on a Friday, 
and volunteers with school children 
will be asked to help only during 
school hours, say for short journeys 
to Potton or Sandy. 

Volunteer drivers must have a full 
driving licence and undergo a CRB 
check, which will be carried out by 
CCC. It is not necessary to insure 
your vehicle for Public Liability, 
which will be provided by CCC, but 
volunteers must seek the approval 
of their insurer, which typically 
does not incur additional insurance 
cost. Fuel expense will be paid but 
not the cost of your time – as you’d 
expect for a voluntary service. 

If you have any questions or 
would like any further information 
about our service, either as a 
volunteer or as a passenger, please 
do not hesitate to contact me - 
Suzan McPherson, Co-Ordinator 
for the Car Scheme (and former 
passenger—see below) on 07519 
493701. I do hope to hear from you 
and that you will be-come a part of 
the caring community! 

Passenger Story: My name is 
Suzan McPherson and I’ve lived in 
Gamlingay for over 15 years. Like 
many other people, I didn’t realise 
that there was such a wonderful 
service here in the village. I first 
became aware of the Car Scheme 
service about 5 years ago, when I 
was in desperate need of help with 
transport as I’d suffered an injury, 
which left me unable to get about 
and couldn’t drive myself but still 
had to go for essential appointments 
(often several times a week). Then, 
someone gave me the number to ring 
to con-tact the Car Scheme. Which 
I did …. and thank Goodness! My 
first contact with the Service was 
to speak to a lovely lady on the 
phone. It was simple. All I had to do 
was tell her my name, address and 
telephone number. She asked me 
where I had to go, and when—and 
that was it! All I had to do then was 
be ready for someone who would 
pick me up at my front door at the 
prearranged time and, sure enough, 
this charm-ing driver arrived in 
plenty of time to take me to my 
hospital appointment. I was also 
pleasantly surprised to discover that 
the fee charged was well within my 
means and certainly worth the fact 
that I could rely on someone to get 
me there. 
Things are still run in the same way 
today – except that I am now the Co-
Ordinator of the Car Scheme, running it 
for the benefit of the villagers, with the 
very able help of our fantastic team, of 
voluntary drivers, who give generously, 
of their time and effort.

The Gamlingay & Hatley’s Car Care Scheme 
Calling for help! 

by Sue McPherson



Tomorrow will be a holiday

by Keith Warburton

 

Listen! Can you hear it?

Do you see them? Not yet.

Just stillness, but …

 

Smell comes first. Borne on the lightest 
of breezes

It is the essence of damp and cold, and 
ever, ever so old.

Water that has risen and fallen

Up and down for ever

 

The sky is clear tonight, and still. But ... 
what’s that?

 You can smell it. Not see it yet, but 
stand and wait awhile.

 

Close your eyes and listen. The world 
becomes quieter.

Quiet, so quiet, pregnant with 
expectation

 

Eyes closed still, then …

There! A rustle.

The slightest susurration

Stretch out arms, palms up

A gossamer handshake

Cool

 

Open your eyes now and wonder

Head up!

Cooley let them kiss your face; smile.

See them tumble,

swimming in the lightest, slightest 
breeze

Jostling on their race earthwards.

Snowflakes.

 

Tomorrow will be a holiday

Database update

I have taken over completing a body 
of work which involves updating and 
maintaining our database of clubs and 
activities available to older people in 
Cambridgeshire. This enables us to send 
out information, such as our newsletter, 
which may be relevant to your 
members, but also allows us to pass on 
the details of clubs/societies that older 
people in your locality can access if 
they ask us for information. 

I hope that the details I have obtained 
are up to date and I am contacting 
the correct relevant person and was 
wondering if you would be aware of 
any clubs in your parishes that would 
like to be, or would benefit from being 
included on our database. I am hoping 
that by approaching you, you will have 
a better knowledge and contact system 
for passing on the message on my 
behalf. If you have responded before 
please let me know via this email and 
I will make a note of it and ensure you 
are not contacted about the same issue 
again.

If you have any clubs that would like to 
be added please could you forward me a 
contact list and I will make contact with 
the relevant person and discuss if they 
would like to be added. If you have any 
questions please contact either myself 
on the details below, or Lynne Byrne on 
01354 696650.

I look forward to hearing from you
Lisa Bulbeck
Carry on Cooking Project Officer

Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

January 10th note: 2nd Thursday
Lindy Gorton
The Emplins

February 7th
Ann Clarke
29 Murfitt Way

If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

continued on page 5

Service for the Benefice of Gamlingay and Everton 
January and February 2013

Sunday 6 Jan Epiphany 8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday Service 
& Stepping Stones G

Note new time … 4pm Evening Service E
Sunday 13 Jan Baptism of Christ 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

Note new time … 11am Word and Worship E
11am Holy Communion H

Sunday 20 Jan Epiphany 2 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 27 Jan Epiphany 3 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evening Service G

Sunday 3 Feb

Presentation 
of Christ in 
the Temple 
(Candlemas)

9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Parish Eucharist E
4pm Evening Service E

Sunday 10 Feb Epiphany 5 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
Note new time … 11am Word and Worship E

11am Holy Communion H
Wednesday 13 
Feb Ash Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion G

7.30pm Holy Communion G
Sunday 17 Feb First Sunday in 

Lent 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 24 Feb Second in Lent 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Deanery Evensong GDear Readers,

Simeon is one of the central figures in the story of the presentation of Christ in the temple – an occasion that has become one 
of the church’s feast days: Candlemas. The feast also marks the purification of Mary. Under Jewish law a woman would stay at 
home after chid birth to recover and nurse her baby. After 40 days she presents herself at the temple to be welcomed back, to 
give thanks for her safe delivery and for her child. So it’s for these rituals of presentation and purification that Mary and Joseph 
travel five miles from Bethlehem to Jerusalem. And once there they meet two prophets: Anna and Simeon. 

Simeon holds the baby Jesus in his arms. It’s a touching moment. A grandfather figure holding a baby and feeling a sense of 
accomplishment. Simeon was craving comfort for his people, and that would only come when the Messiah was delivered. Now 
that had happened there was a light to lead them to salvation; but Simeon recognised that this light would shine for other people 
too – not just his own. He speaks the words of the Nunc Dimittis, which means “dismiss now.” 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,  
you now dismiss your servant in peace.  
For my eyes have seen your salvation,  
which you have prepared in the sight of all people,  
a light for revelation to the Gentiles  
and for glory to your people Israel.” 

The words are comforting – we use them at the end of the day in our evening services, they are a way of rounding things off; 
they say this day is done, my work is accomplished, I can now be dismissed.

But Simeon doesn’t stop there. He says to Mary, “ the road to salvation is not easy, there will be rising and falling, and a sword 



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services:
Every Sunday Morning 10:45am. (with 
Sunday Club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service Last Sunday of the 
Month 27th January and 24th February 
10:45am.

Weekday Meetings:
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am.
Tuesday Group 7:30pm
Thursdays 7:45pm. (Venue as 
announced)

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am (half way 
through service)

‘Messy Church’ fun, games, stories, 
getting messy for children (5 to 12 
years)
Saturday 26th January and Saturday 23rd 
February at 2:00pm.  

Alpha The Alpha Course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those who 
want to find out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited! Please contact 
James, our minister for details of the 
next course.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time 
to share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 19th January and Saturday 16th 
February, at 8:00am

Coffee Mornings
Thursdays 17th January and 
21st February (in aid of Sinai 
Orphanage and Keech Hospice)
10:00am until 11:30am Why not join us 
for tea/coffee and cake?

continued from page 4

Dear Friends,

It’s good that we don’t know the future, in fact God commands that we keep away 
from fortune tellers, mediums and the like (Deuteronomy 18:10) – not because He is 
a spoilsport, but for our own good. If I had known a year ago what 2012 was going to 
bring, I would have probably stayed in bed! It was a year marked by family illness, 
the death of a close Christian friend and goodness knows what else – it certainly 
wasn’t the easiest of years!

An agnostic friend, who was undergoing similar experiences asked me how my faith 
helped me in all of this – did God make things better because I am a Christian? I had 
to say ‘No’ – Christianity is not an anaesthetic, it isn’t ‘the opium of the people’ as 
Marx puts it. It isn’t a crutch to prop up weak people who can’t face life on their own. 
A relationship with God does not exempt us from suffering, it doesn’t deaden the pain 
of the blows we receive from life, nor, conversely, does it prevent us from enjoying 
life’s joys. If anything, my faith in Christ brings all these experiences into sharper 
focus.

What my Christian faith offers in the midst of life’s trials and hurts is hope and 
purpose. God loves humanity – so much so, that to make it possible for us to enter 
relationship with Him, God became human and died for us on the cross – and that 
was endured for us without anaesthetic. He promises those who will put their faith in 
Jesus and receive Him as lord, not only peace with God, but when life’s experiences 
do hurt us, in the long run, they can be turned around for our benefit: ‘suffering 
produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does 
not disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts…’ (Romans 
5:1–5). 

God has the long term view – He sees the big picture and whilst life’s trials must 
come, He is with His people throughout our difficulties and He can turn them around 
so that even in the face of death we have hope – hope that does not disappoint us. 
‘The LORD is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength 
of my life – of whom shall I be afraid?’

Why not make it your resolution to seek Him for yourself in 2013?

Happy New Year!    James 

will pierce your heart also.” In other words people will not be spared suffering as 
they follow the light that this child brings. 

The nunc dimittis is echoed by Jesus many years later when he hangs on the cross 
and says –“it is accomplished” or “it is finished”. The fact that he hangs from a cross 
when he utters those words mean that Simeon is right, yes there is salvation and a 
light to lead us towards it, but there will be suffering. Simeon understood the pain 
and angst of life. 

Simeon goes to the heart of what religious devotion is about: the belief in light in a 
world of darkness. He knew that to light a candle you have to recognise that there is 
darkness.

Revd Steven Rothwell



Cambridge Re-Use Wins 
Community Award

Cambridge Re-Use has won the 
Community Support category in the 
Cambridge News Community Awards 
for 2012. The award recognises 
nearly 25 years of service to the local 
community by the charity. The award 
was presented to Cambridge Re-
Use volunteers by Cllr Sheila Stuart, 
Mayor of Cambridge in a ceremony at 
Downing College.

Cambridge Re-Use collects donations 
of unwanted furniture and electrical 
appliances from generous members of 
the public and sells them at affordable 
prices to local people on low incomes or 
benefits. Each week 35 volunteers give 
their time to help deliver the service.

Local people on low incomes of under 
£18,000 for an individual or under 
£23,000 for a couple are eligible to shop 
at Cambridge Re-Use. To become a 
customer, come to the store off Cherry 
Hinton Road and bring your wage 
slip or working tax credit if you are 
employed, or your benefit letters if you 
are on benefits. 

Donations of good quality furniture 
and electrical goods in working order 
are always welcome. Donations can 
be collected by arrangement, or can 
be delivered to the store between 
09.00am and 4.30pm Monday to Friday, 
or between 10.00am and 3.00pm on 
Saturdays.

The Cambridge Re-Use store is at Unit 
H, The Paddocks, 347 Cherry Hinton 
Road, Cambridge CB1 8DH. The team 
can be contacted on 01223 576535.

Can you help a cancer 
patient keep warm this 
winter?
Nearly one in five people with cancer turn off the 
heating, even though they’re cold, because they’re 
worried about paying their energy bills.

When you’re diagnosed with cancer the last thing you want to 
worry about is money. That’s why Macmillan Cancer Support can 
be there for cancer patients struggling financially by offering a one 
off financial grant to help pay for expenses such as energy bills. 
In 2011 Macmillan gave out £121,573 to 661 cancer patients in 
Cambridgeshire.

If just 19 people make a £10 donation to Macmillan we will be able 
to help a person living with cancer heat their home when they really 
need it. 

Simply visit www.macmillan.org.uk/donate or send a cheque to 
Macmillan Cancer Support, Supporter Services, FREEPOST 
LON15851, 89 Albert Embankment, London, SE1 7UQ,  to help keep 
a cancer patient warm this winter.

Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity in England and Wales (261017) Scotland 
(SCO39907) and the Isle of Man (604)

FREE PEST CONTROL

Rabbits mining your paddock?
Corvids on your corn?
Pigeons pecking your pears?
Bunnies bolting your brussels?
Squirrels nibbling your nuts?
 
Humane control of pests – 

FREE!
Call Keith: 07785 540425

GAMLINGAY PLAYERS
OPEN AUDITIONS

Would you be interested in joining our group?  Fancy helping 
back-stage or behind the scenes?  Or even acting?  Now is your 
chance……

We are holding OPEN AUDITIONS for our next 

production (12th – 13th April 2013) – for “‘Allo ‘Allo” (David 

Croft and Jeremy Lloyd) and for “The importance of 
being earnest” (Oscar Wide).  We will be performing one of 
these in April.

Come along to the Eco-Hub on SUNDAY 13th JANUARY any 
time between 2.00pm and 4.30pm, to meet us,  and to read and 
audition.

We look forward to seeing you there!



Fire and Rescue Service 
I am writing to inform you that a 
consultation on further collaboration, 
up to a full merger, between 
Cambridgeshire and Suffolk fire and 
rescue services is currently taking place.  
 
This is your opportunity to give your 
views on the two services collaborating 
further in the coming years, potentially 
up to merging together into one service 
for both areas. Your views will be 
included within the full business case, 
which is currently being put together 
and  is likely to be presented to the Fire 
Authority and Suffolk County Council 
Cabinet in the New Year. 
 
You may already be aware 
that  Cambridgeshire and Suffolk have 
collaborated successfully in recent 
years,  resulting  in  the first Combined 
Fire Control in the country. This  set 
up of Combined Fire Control allowed 
both services to save significant 
sums of money  annually, and with 
further funding cuts expected in the 
coming years, it is essential that 
further opportunities to collaborate 
and potentially save money are fully 
explored. 
 
The consultation pack and online 
feedback form is available on our 
website (http://www.cambsfire.gov.
uk/6667.php). We are keen to receive 
as much feedback as possible so I 
would encourage you  to let others 
know that this public consultation is 
taking place and to fill in the form  
yourselves  and provide your honest 
opinions. The form does not ask for any 
personal information.
 
I would like to emphasise that there 
is still a lot of work to do, and that 
we will only proceed with further 
collaboration if it is the right decision 
for the residents of Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough.  
 
Hard copies of the consultation pack 
and feedback form are available 
at libraries and fire stations around 
Cambridgeshire. If you would like a 
hard copy posted to you, contact the fire 
service on 01480 444500. 

Many thanks  
 Graham Stagg
Chief Fire Officer
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue 
Service 
www.cambsfire.gov.uk

Another great meeting, with a very 
positive atmosphere.  Lots of interesting 
discussions on our work, and everyone 
had the chance to put forward their 
point of view.

1. Introductions
No new members this month.  However, 
now that NAWG has updated our 
contact details on the register of writers’ 
groups, we expect to attract enquiries 
again.

2. Review of Targets
We appear to have reached a tipping 
point when we actively WANT targets, 
rather than finding them a chore.  Well 
done, everyone, for having such a 
positive attitude towards the targets.

3. Competition News
The Chair entered her train rant into 
the ‘Five Stops’ competition for stories 
intended to be read in the space of 5 
stops on the Tube.  So far, she has made 
the shortlist and is awaiting the final 
results.  She entered the paintballing 
story in the following month’s 
competition. Several of us have also 
entered the Costa Coffee short story 
competition, which has now closed, and 
have not heard anything, good or bad, 
so far.

4. Other News
Speaker – the Midge Gillies evening 
was a great success.  She was a very 
inspiring and motivating speaker, and 
everyone who attended agreed that 
the evening was both enjoyable and 
valuable.

Next speakers – the Chair is hoping 
that a local novelist who has a five novel 

contract may come and speak to us in 
the spring.  Another member thinks that 
they may be able to arrange another 
speaker for summer/autumn 2012.  Lots 
to look forward to!

Blog – we have a blog on our website – 
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk.

5. Discussion of Work
This was probably our most positive and 
productive meeting so far.  Everyone 
had come well prepared with comments, 
so the discussions about our work 
were very helpful and insightful.  The 
objective of the group is for everyone to 
leave the meetings absolutely desperate 
to write, and the Chair definitely thinks 
that we achieved that.  Well done, 
everyone, for making it such a good 
evening.

6. Aims for the coming month
The topic for 4 December is Different 
viewpoints.  Tell a tale from one 
person’s viewpoint, then ‘hop heads’ 
and retell the story from another 
character’s point of view. Will the 
accounts tally or be wildly different? A 
fun end to the year!

We will also be setting the program 
for 2013 in the December meeting, so 
please bring your ideas along.

7. Joining the Group
If anyone wants to join us, they would 
be more than welcome.  We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists.  
Contact Tracey Dawson on 01767 
654830 for details, or see our website – 
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk.

Perfect gift 
We are delighted to announce the publication of the long awaited 

Church Guide. This book, graced with beautiful photography, 
presents an opportunity to discover interesting facts 
about our historic church and the development of 

Gamlingay through time.

Copies available from The Crafty Cupcake, 
The Emplins or Friends of St Mary’s. This is a 
limited edition, so don’t miss out.

The Church of 

St. Mary The Virgin 

Gamlingay Cambridgeshire



NEW YEAR….NEW START

There always seem to be programmes on television lately on how to be 
your own boss and what you can do with only a small amount of start-up 
investment. 

With redundancies an unfortunate everyday reality in the current economic 
climate, starting up your own business can be a really exciting and challenging 
alternative to updating your CV.

However, there are also the terrifying statistics of how many new businesses 
close within their first year. So the mantra of “be prepared” is really important.

There are a number of basic points to consider:-
•	 Where is your funding coming from ?
•	 Have you done a Business plan ? 
•	 Are you going to be a sole trader or work in partnership with one or 

two others, or even set up a limited company ? 
•	 Do you need premises and/or staff ?
•	 Have you got a friendly accountant to provide you with tax advice ?
•	 Have you taken any legal advice ?

On the last point, it is really important to get any paperwork organised early on 
– for example drawing up an agreement between business partners to spell 
out who does what and who gets what.  Sometimes Shareholder’s Agreements 
and Director’s Service Agreements are useful as a point of reference if things 
start to get a little bit shaky as sometimes happens in business.  We think 
that getting the basics right from the start gives you a stable basis for your 
business from which to succeed and make a decent profit - which is really 
what you want.

You may be employing staff and so you will need to deal with their Employment 
Contracts.  You may need to deal with Landlords regarding Commercial 
Leases for premises and without proper legal advice you might be signing up 
to something far beyond what you had intended, which could end up costing 
you a lot of money.   You may decide to take on a franchise, which again needs 
careful consideration and good legal advice.

At Curwens LLP, we are always happy to have an initial chat with you on the 
telephone to run through exactly what help you need. So if you have any 
questions just give us a ring on 01992 463727 or have a look at our website 
www.curwens.co.uk.
Curwens LLP are your local solicitors based in Royston, Hoddesdon, Cheshunt 
and Enfield.

Legal Eagle

YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS



News from 
The Lodge 

nature 
reserve

 by Mark Brandon

May I wish you all a very happy and 
healthy New Year. If you haven’t visited 
The Lodge before, why not make it 
your resolution to come and experience 
this special place that sits right on your 
doorstep, and enjoy a walk in a wild 
place.

As 2013 starts, we can look ahead 
and only guess at the exciting nature 
moments that may happen on the 
reserve. Will this be the year that 
nightjars or woodlarks stay to breed on 

the new heath? Can we have another 
unexpected breeding, like last year’s 
ravens? How will the heather progress 
this year?

For our visitors, plans are still coming 
along for the Discovery Zone and 
Children’s Natural Play Area, a better 
layout and design of the entrance with 
improved signage, along with a new and 
bigger ‘meet and greet’ building, so we 
have plenty of work to do to turn these 
plans into reality.

Away from the reserve, we want to 
start fulfilling a project in partnership 
with First Capital Connect, who are 
valued supporters of the RSPB in the 
local area. Any budding gardeners who 
would like to help, or even run this 
project with us, I’d love to hear from 
you.

We are planning our events programme and dates are already in place for The 
Pantaloons Summer Shows (Sherlock and Midsummer Night’s Dream), Star 
Gazing, Fungi Forays and spring and Christmas fairs. There will be lots of events 
to attract families and children, as well as nature, bird and wildlife lovers to The 
Lodge

 The Lodge reserve is open every day of the week, from dawn to dusk, for 
everyone to enjoy and there are plenty of organised events: just ring to book. 
Entry is included in the car-parking fee - £4 a car for non-members, free if you are 
members or just visiting the shop. 

The shop (01767 680541) is open every day (9am-5pm and 10am-5pm weekends 
and Bank Holidays) and has a great range of gifts for nature lovers along with the 
best ranges of bird food supplies and feeders.

New Year Winter Wildlife Walk
Friday 4 Jan 2pm-4pm
Take a winter walk around The Lodge nature reserve with us to kick 
off 2013. Search and discover the wildlife at The Lodge and blow 
away the cobwebs after the festive holiday. Huddle around the bonfire 
as darkness descends with a glass of warming mulled wine.
Booking essential
Cost: adults £5, 
RSPB members £4, 
children £2, 
RSPB Wildlife Explorers £1.

RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch Bash 
Saturday 19 Jan 11am-3pm
Join us to take part in our Big Lodge Birdwatch at The Lodge, as a 
warm up for next weekend’s RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch. See if you 
can add to the day’s bird list here on the reserve and get useful tips on 
identifying the birds coming to the feeders.
Prize for best photograph taken on the day.
Cost: Free, donations gratefully accepted.
Booking not required.
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St. Mary’s ‘Good Neighbour Scheme’

Are you permanently or temporarily housebound or 
incapacitated?

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Our friendly volunteers have all been CRB checked 
Scheme Co-ordinators :

Chris Martin Tel: 01767 652832   
Brenda Elcome Tel: 01767 650489

We would be happy to hear from you!

SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall continue to be 
held on the

4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.

Come and support this worthy cause and, for £5, enjoy 
home-made soup, bread and puddings followed by tea or 

coffee.

Funding fears for 
wildlife-friendly 

farming 

Survey of farmers reveals 
96% would have to stop or reduce 

environmental work

A survey of farmers in the UK has 
revealed that 96% think environmental 
work on their farms would be impacted 
if payments for wildlife-friendly 
farming were slashed next week.

The results come as the EU President 
Herman van Rompuy proposes 
swingeing cuts which will affect 
agri-environment schemes.  Agri-
environment - which funds nature 
conservation in our countryside - will 
be disproportionately hit by a cut of 
almost 10 per cent if Mr van Rompuy’s 
plans are approved at an EU Budget 
meeting later this month. This compares 
unfavourably to a much smaller cut to 
the controversial agriculture subsidy 
budget.

This month sees the 25th anniversary 
of agri-environment in England, and 
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many such schemes have delivered 
fantastic results for wildlife. In a survey 
conducted by the RSPB, farmers 
confirmed that the environmental 
management they undertake would go 
down if European funding was reduced.

Farmers with an interest in conservation 
completed the survey carried out by the 
RSPB.

Results showed that 51% of farmers 
asked believe the environmental work 
would be impacted ‘severely’, and 7% 
think it would ‘stop’ altogether.  Only 
4% said environmental work on their 
farms would be unaffected by cuts to 
agri-environment schemes.

A reduction of this amount could 
spell disaster for wildlife in England, 
and the rest of Europe. As well as 
being important for widespread but 
declining species such as the skylark 
and yellowhammer, agri-environment 
schemes are essential for less well-
known species, including cirl bunting 
and stone-curlew. It is possible that 
without this funding, these species 
could be lost from our countryside 
within a decade.

As well as helping to safeguard some 
of our most iconic wildlife and habitats, 
these payments also help maintain 
the financial viability of some farm 
businesses.  71% of farmers said that 
agri-environment scheme payments 
were ‘very’ or ‘fairly’ important to 
the viability of their business, and 

8% said they are ‘completely vital’, 
demonstrating the close fit between 
profitable farm businesses and 
environmental stewardship.

Andrew Brodie from Manor Farm in 
Lower Dean, Huntingdon has been in 
agri-environment schemes for 7 years, 
and is concerned they may be cut. He 
said: “I really fear that all the hard work 
from all the wildlife-friendly farmers 
across the country will be totally 
undone if Europe cuts this funding. 
Farmers like me won’t be able to afford 
to continue all the environmental work 
they do on their land and nature will 
suffer as a consequence.  This survey 
is proof that agri-environment schemes 
are vital for a healthy countryside. I 
hope Mr Cameron takes notice before 
next week’s meeting or it’ll be too late.”

Martin Harper, the RSPB’s director of 
conservation, said:  “It is outrageous 
news that President van Rompuy is 
asking EU leaders to cut the largest 
single budget for wildlife conservation 
in the UK. We wanted to know what 
cuts to this budget might mean for 
wildlife friendly farmers and I think the 
results of this survey are loud and clear 
– it would be a disaster.

“These payments provide excellent 
value for tax payers’ money 
by delivering benefits for rural 
communities and wildlife - but they are 
an easy target when it comes to cutting 
budgets. Once again our environment is 
set to suffer for the sake of short term 
political convenience.”



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

Ecohub
GAMLINGAY 

 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11

Run by Lucy Rands

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

GEAG AGM

Our AGM will be held in the Eco-
Hub at 8pm on 16 January. New 

members very welcome.
GEAG EVENT —

20 February

Guest Speaker

Michael Monk
Chairman of

The Cambridgeshire 
Campaign for the Protection 

of Rural England

At the Eco-Hub at 8pm and we 
usually go to the Cock for a drink 

afterwards.

Contact GEAG

For more information, contact the 
GEAG co-ordinator Brycchan Carey

18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.
01767 651155

contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

he Carbon

TSAR
Green Day
The Gamlingay Green Day on 20 October exceeded expectations with many 
stalls including solar panel and wood burning stove companies, the Gamlingay 
Gardening Club, and the RSPB and the Wildlife Trust. Many of the stands 
and speakers were from local companies and local individuals making it a 
real community event. There was an excellent turn out and a really buzzy 
atmosphere!

Many thanks to John Mossman, Brycchan Carey, John Mercer, Siobhan Mellon 
and many others for a great event and to everyone who came along.

Next year’s Green day will be even better. Your suggestions are welcome.

Hot Property
As we did last year, we will be borrowing a thermal camera. This can identify hot 
spots (or cold spots if we use it indoors) where you are losing heat and money. 
Last year’s surveys were very useful and picked up some weak spots in my own 
house. There is no charge for having your house surveyed. Let us know if you are 
interested.

CO2 miles
Want to justify that domestic flight to your conscience? No chance, but you might 
consider this. Suppose I want to travel to Edinburgh? What is the carbon footprint 
for plane, train, or automobile?  Let’s say it’s about 600km. A car will take roughly 
120, a train 34, and the plane about 60 kg of CO2. Ok, it’s not exact science, but I 
have allowed a bit for the drive to the airport. Interestingly, the plane beats the 
car if there is only one of you and four in a car (a small cramped car) beats the 
train. Of course this is a simplification, but the train wins every time on comfort 
or CO2!

(I got the raw data for this from “Energy and Carbon Emissions” by Nicola Terry of 
Transition Cambridge. It’s all well sourced and perfect for geeks everywhere.)
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Since the first agri-environment schemes were introduced in 1987, tens of 
thousands of farmers and landowners have helped wildlife. 

David Cameron will be meeting his European counterparts in Brussels for the 
European Heads of State meeting on November 22 and 23.  The RSPB is calling 
on all those who care about the future of the funding that benefits our countryside 
to step up for nature and email him.  Urge David Cameron to safeguard this 
spending and get us, the public, more for the money spent on agriculture by 
visiting www.rspb.org.uk/steppingup 

NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRESCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , 

Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

 Remembrance Sunday 

The children at Sunshine Pre-School were honoured to be a part of the service 
conducted on Sunday 11th November. The children decorated the wreath 
beautifully by each drawing a picture of themselves to go in the centre. (see 
picture)

It was a cold bright autumn morning but despite the chilly weather parents, 
grandparents, friends and families turned out, with the staff and children in their 
pre-school uniforms. We were so proud of the children as they marched in line 
following the Scouts to the Memorial and stood so quietly during the service 
where the names of our local fallen heroes were read, followed by the two minutes 
silence. We were very proud for the children to be able to participate in such an 
important community event. 

Free Registration
We are for a limited period of time, offering free registration, please contact us for 
more details.



Annual Exhibition

10.00am – 5.00pm

16+ layouts plus full trade and society 
support

Wheelchair access to all areas except 
raised stage in main hall

Free parking
Light refreshments available all day
Adults £5, Children £3, Seniors £4, 

Family (2+2) £13

For more information contact:

John Wakeman 01767 315783
Or Dick Sulch 01626 86494

Or see our website at www.ebmrs.org.uk





News from Gamlingay & 
District History Society,

 by Peter Wright

Many homes in the village will 
have a copy of James Browns book 
‘Gamlingay – six hundred years of 
life in an English village’, published 
in 1989. Next to it may be a copy of 
Jim’s second book about Gamlingay 
‘Villagers – 750 years of life in an 
English village, from 2011. Both books 
are the result of a lifetime of research 
into the history of our village, and on 
January 14th, Jim Brown will visit the 
Society to speak about his profound 
interest in the history of Gamlingay, and 
his latest discoveries. This meeting is in 
room 2 at the Village College, and starts 
at 7.30pm. 
We continue with a local theme for 
our February 11th meeting, when Dr 
Ken Sneath will speak on 800 years of 
Godmanchester history. This meeting 
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Youth Club Programme
for 2013
for additional details please contact Lucy Rands or Barbie 
Calvert

10th Jan  Youth Council Meeting and Talent show
17th Jan  Bingo 
24th Jan Celebrate Burns Night - Poem/rapping 

COMPETITION
31st Jan  Make and bake clay hearts to give to your loved 

one for Valentines
7th Feb Making, eating and racing pancakes!
14th Feb  Valentines Surprise! Blind date

7th March Cooking up a storm in a pan - Making omelettes
14th 
March 

Quiz night

21st 
March 

In the beginning … the start of the pumpkin 
growing competition

28th 
March 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Youth Café News

Aside from the usual games and 
activities this half term has seen the 
young people really enjoy and achieve 
through designing, baking, building 
and decorating ‘gingerbread structures’. 
The competition had begun! Cool 
cottages, snow cabins, even Big Ben was 
constructed!  With the help of Gareth 
Johnson, local Architect who worked 
with the company who designed the Hub 
the young people carefully measured 
and designed their creations.  Fingers 
got all sticky in the kitchen when the 
gingerbread was rolled, shaped and cut 
carefully to size.  A You Tube clip was 
shown to demonstrate how the ‘experts’ 
do it.  The dedication and imagination 
the young people delivered was 
fantastic, surely some future contenders 
for the Great British Bake Off.  The 
penultimate week of the term saw the 
worthy winner receive a cash prize to 
spend on bakeware no doubt!  The term 
ended with a festive Christmas Party, 
complete with a surprise visit from a 
dancing Santa bearing gifts for all!  

Take a look at this term’s programme 
and why not make Thursday night 
YOUR Youth Café Night…we are here, 

at the Hub, term time only, 5.30pm to 
7.15pm, school years 4 to 9.  Qualified 
Youth Workers run the sessions.  For 
further information please call Lucy 
Rands, Manager on 07929 453235.  



also begins at 7.30pm, in room 2 at the 
College. Visitors are very welcome at 
these meetings for £3.00 on the door. 
Take a look at our website, www.
gamlingayhistory.co.uk, or our sister 
website, www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk, 
to find out more about us and the 
history of our village.

Gamlingay History 
Society 

7:30pm, Room 2 GVC,

Monday January 14th, Author 
James Brown.

February 11th, Ken Sneath on 
800 years of Godmanchester

New members welcome
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QUIZ NIGHT
 

Hatley Village Hall.  Saturday 
2nd February 2013 
7 for 7.30pm start 

Raffle 
Bring your own drinks,and a 
plate of food to share in the 

buffet 
£5 per person,teams of up to 
6 people -- if you don›t have 
a team,we›ll find you one! 
Entry by ticket bought in 

advance from: 
  

 Hatley Shop/P.O.  (tel  
650971) 

 Peter Mann, 45 East Hatley 
(tel 651115) 
All welcome!!

Help with Homework at 
Gamlingay Library

Gamlingay Library can help you with 
your homework and revision! We 
provide-
•	 A quiet space for you to study
•	 information books to borrow
•	 reference books - like 

encyclopaedias - to use at 
the library or try the Online 
Reference Library 

•	 free internet access and word 
processing 

•	 printing and photocopying
•	 a homework Club where you can 

get extra help from trained staff

The Homework club is now on 
Thursday evenings from 4 to 5.30, 
just before the Youth Café. Our 
friendly CRB-checked volunteers 
can point you in the right direction 
on all your homework and help find 
resources for school projects. We have 
basic equipment (pens, calculators, 
biscuits…) which students can use, 
and access to Mathletics on our free 
computers. If you want to come, just 
drop in to Gamlingay Library, at the 
Ecohub, Stocks Lane any term time 
Thursday evening.

@ The EcoHub
Stocks Lane

Thursdays, 4.00 pm – 
5.30 pm

(before Youth Cafe)

Free Homework Help
Friendly Trained Staff
Safe and Comfortable 

Environment

Year 3 – 
Year 8

 
All welcome – Just drop in 



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley
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Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

South Cambridgeshire District 
Council Grants Cuts

The District Council is proposing 
significant cuts to most of its grant 
programmes.  This includes the 
complete axing of funding for sport, 
arts and community facilities.  Grants 
for third sector organisations such as 
Citizens Advice Bureau, Relate and 
Age UK are also facing significant 
cuts.  We are extremely worried about 
the cuts to those organisations which 
should be supporting our residents who 
will be facing problems as a result of 
the benefits review.  The CAB office 
in Huntingdon is closing and the St 
Neots branch is at risk.  The Arts cuts 
include all the funding to the South 
Cambs Village Colleges which pay 
for the community role of the 5 Arts 
Development Managers.  

We have benefitted hugely over the 
years from these talented people’s 
community based work – who drive 
over £400k worth of investment 
into the community every year at 
a cost of only £70k. . What we are 
particularly aggrieved about is the poor 
consultation that has taken place so far 
to inform these grants cuts.  If these 
cuts are ratified in the New Year, as we 
believe they will be, the only way that 
communities or charities can get  any 
funding from South Cambs will be 
through either the Community Chest 

(Max £1000) or through the three year 
funding stream which can only give 
up to £3000 every three years.  If you 
feel strongly about these cuts please 
do write to Jean Hunter, the Chief 
Executive of South Cambs at jean.
hunter@scambs.gov.uk.

South Cambs New Furniture
So you can imagine – given the 

above – how cross we all were to be 
presented with a very poor case for 
replacement tables and chairs for the 
Council Chamber at the November 
Council meeting – needless to say 
huge opposition from us.  Regardless, 
the cabinet approved the purchase 
of £45,000 worth of spend.  The 
rationale for this was initially given 
as being the money that could be 
earned from renting out the chamber 
for conferences.  However, after we 
demonstrated that the sums just did not 
add up, the reason was changed to being 
a necessity to change the furniture for 
health and safety reasons.  We leave it 
to you to make a judgement about what 
is right and proper in these straightened 
times when ‘make do and mend’ should 
be a motto for us all.

Mettle Hill Meldreth
We have been contacted by a number 

of concerned residents in particular 
from Orwell, Wimpole, Barrington 
and Arrington about the proposed re-
opening of the Mettle Hill traveller’s 
site in Meldreth. Can we suggest that 
those residents who have concerns or 
indeed are just interested (following the 
media onslaught!) check the dedicated 
website - www.mettlehill.com - for up 
to date information, contact details and 
the live petition. It also includes links to 
various articles. 

 Very happy to answer any outstanding 
issues. In the meantime all offers of 
help to defeat this idiotic idea would 
be welcomed by local representatives 
District Cllr Surinder Soond and 
County Cllr Susan van de Ven - links 
to their blogs and contact details on 
the website. It’s worth pointing out 
that EVERYBODY is against this 
proposal except – it seems – the 
South Cambs leadership team who 
constantly remind us it is a “listening 
Council” - apparently not when it 
comes to destroying well-integrated 
and successful communities. As the 
Council’s Cabinet shoots itself in the 
foot yet again perhaps you should 
remember YOU pay for this sorry 
bunch. 

The Gamlingay Archeological 
Group (Gamarch)

Further to our initial article in the 
December 2012 edition of the Gazette 
we would like to update you all on the 
progress of Gamarch.  Our low cost 
insurance has been set up and room 
fee hire for our first year have both 
been kindly provided for by the Parish 
Council through Forward Gamlingay!  
As I write, matters are being finalised 
with our formal establishment with the 
County Council through their Jigsaw 
Community Archeology Network. 
Slower than anticipated but we are 
almost there and, yes, we are on their 
mailing list!

At our 1st November 2012 meeting 
at the Eco Hub very interesting 
discussions were held when we 
reviewed various aerial photographs 
showing many field markings that 
could be investigated over the period of 
time; these photos being compared in 
conjunction with detailed maps of 1602 
and 1886. Indeed, the maps were quite 
fascinating in their own right when 
comparing between the two and to what 
we are used to seeing around us in the 
modern day village.

The group’s initial project involving 
the new allotment site past Dutter End 
plus the next project at the St. Mary’s 
Field and the adjacent Lower Field will 
hopefully enable us to understand more 
about the historic core of Gamlingay 
and the historic development of the 
village.

In addition to welcoming new faces 
to our future meetings we would like 
to see the possible future involvement 
of school children and other younger 
people sharing in our findings and it is 
anticipated that once firm dates for our 
projects are established contact will be 
made with local schools.

Our next meetings are scheduled to take 
place at the Eco Hub at 7.45 pm on the 
Thursdays of 10th January 2013 and 7th 
February 2013 so why not brave the 
winter weather and come along to see 
for yourself what we are up to.

John Jenkins



Community Oil Buying Scheme.
We reported last month that 

Gamlingay lay 14th in the County for 
fuel poverty.  Well, if you are a user of 
heating oil, here is a way to cut your 
bills.  Cambridgeshire ACRE (Action 
with Communities in Rural England) 
is the rural community council for 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough and 
they are running a Community Oil 
Buying Scheme.  To benefit, you pay 
a £20 household membership and you 
will then be contacted each month to 
see if you need oil.  ACRE will then 
negotiate the best possible price from 
a whole range of suppliers for those 
requiring fuel that month. To apply for a 
form ring 01353 860850 or go to www.
cambsacre.org.uk/ Other providers are 
available including the well-established 
sales@agricole.co.uk which makes a 
donation to Parish Councils if you buy 
over 1k litres pa. 

Power cut in Gamlingay
Some residents experienced a number 

of power cuts over a period of time, 
last month.  It took quite a while to 
locate the problem which was under the 
Surgery car park.  Our impression was 
that the contractor dealt with this well, 
and those who were affected for longest 
were supplied with power by means of a 
generator. Thank you to those residents 
who flagged up to the Parish Council 
that some damage had been done by the 
contractor’s lorry to the amenity land 
at Chapelfields and who subsequently 
monitored the repairs.

New Youth Club in Little Gransden
We are delighted that Little Gransden 

and Great Gransden are finally going 
to have a youth club and offer our very 
best wishes to Nancy who is the driving 
force behind this.

Station Road Gamlingay
We and the parish council are 

continuing to be very involved with the 
detailed planning application for Station 
Rd, Gamlingay.  The public meeting 
highlighted residents’ grave concerns 
about where exactly the cycle path is 
due to go and the need for an extended 
30 mph speed limit. Negotiations 
continue with the County about the 
benefits of a reduced speed limit along 
the road – and when the next exit from 
Merton Barns is implemented it will 
add more to a busy road.  

 The Green Deal
The Green Deal is on the way and 

should be delivered by a partnership 
of the five Cambridgeshire local 
authorities.  The structure is complex 

and is still being worked out but what 
is interesting is that the finance package 
(the deal bit) is only half the offer.  
Most important will be the home energy 
surveys that you will be able to get and 
which will include a full survey of your 
house as well as an analysis of what you 
can do to change how you live in order 
to save energy and money.  See www.
cambsgreendeal.org for more info.

Bike Racks 
Gamlingay Community Centre is 

delighted to have acquired 2 free 
bike racks from the County Council. 
You may be able to benefit too. The 
County Council is now giving away 
free pairs of cycle racks to community 
groups, out of a grant from the Local 
Sustainable Transport Fund.  Voluntary 
sector organizations, charities, doctors’ 
surgeries and places of worship can all 
apply. The recipient is responsible for 
installing them on their own premises, 
in a location agreed with the scheme 
organizer.  For more information 
please contact Park That Bike at www.
parkthatbike.info or 01594-564344.  
This is a first-come, first-served 
opportunity.

Disabled Housing & Benefits: 
It recently came to attention that single 

disabled people living in two-bedroom 
council-adapted homes may be asked 
either to move to a one-bedroom home, 
or else have their benefit allowance 
reduced.  In some cases the second 
bedroom is required for a carer and it 
is important that this is flagged up to 
us as soon as possible – please get in 
touch if you are in this position or know 
someone who might be. 

Speed Checks
The police have been conducting 

speed checks in our ward. Here are the 
results as of 14/11/2012

Green End, Gamlingay - 33 vehicles 
checked, 0 exceeding the speed limit. 

Hatley Road, Hatley - 12 vehicles 
checked, 1 exceeding the speed limit.

Main Road, Little Gransden - 10 
vehicles checked, 1 exceeding the 
speed limit. High Street, Longstowe - 
25 vehicles checked, 0 exceeding the 
speed limit. Ermine Way, Arrington - 85 
vehicles checked, 0 exceeding the speed 
limit. 

Amazing. Do you think the very 
enormous obvious Police car might put 
people off speeding?

New Casework
Your Councillors are here to help 

you. Please do feel free to contact us 
with comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can! 
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by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

Agendas and Minutes are 
available on the website 
www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Summary of Parish Council meetings in 
October and November 2012

Bus services – The Parish Council 
has participated in the consultation by 
County Council about future transport 
in the area.
The planning application for new 
houses at Station Rd was approved by 
Council with  comments that the 30mph 
speed limit should be moved out to the 
old railway bridge on Station Road and 
that further information on the proposed 
cycle way and engineering works are 
required.
A planning application for 9 dwellings 
at Stubbs Oak, 93 Cinques Rd 
was approved on the basis of the 
information provided by the agent.  
Concerns were raised about the speed 
restriction location.
A working group of councillors was 
formed to discuss potential schemes to 
assist elderly and vulnerable people in 
the community given the recent cuts in 
County provision in this area.
Pest control has been called in to deal 
with moles in the cemetery.
Library usage figures have increased 
hugely since the move to the Eco Hub 
and activities such as the toddler story 
time and free 
computer help 
on Wednesday 
afternoon are 
proving very 
popular.
Grants were 
awarded to 
Sunshine 
preschool, the 
Bowls Club, 
the Football 
Club, Victim 
Support, 
Gamlingay 
Archeology 
group and the 
Gamlingay 
Gazette.
A new large 
noticeboard 

has been ordered for outside the Eco 
Hub.
The Jubilee bench has been installed on 
a block paving plinth at the front of the 
Eco Hub.
Roadside signage to the Eco Hub and 
the recreation field has been ordered.
A review of the income and expenditure 
of the WI and Old Methodist Chapel 
halls was undertaken.  The WI 
continues to make a profit, the Old 
Methodist Chapel a small loss (due to 
the repayments required on the loan that 
the parish council took to purchase this 
property for the village). Rental rates 
have been frozen 2013-14.
An all areas risk assessment review 
was undertaken – recommendations 
included seeking advice on tree 
safety in high usage areas such as the 
playground.
The transfers of Millbridge Brook, St 
Mary’s Field and the lower field and 
the lease of land on Long Lane for 
allotments were completed and the first 
installment of the establishment sum for 
these new areas was paid to the parish 
council by Merton College.
The WI hall was given a facelift – it 
was decorated inside by a team from 
the Community payback scheme and 
the old curtains replaced by new roller 
blinds.  Heater guards have been 
ordered to protect children from the hot 
surface of the new radiators.



VIEW FROM THE 
CHAIR

With Christmas now behind us, we have 
the delights of three winter months to 
survive before Easter arrives to cheer 
us all up (oh joy).  It is the time of year 
when potholes appear in the road and 
pavements are icy, making walking 
around the village an often treacherous 
experience.

Potholes and Damaged 
Pavements

Crumbling pavements and holes in the 
road are especially bad in January and 
February and we would be grateful 
for everyone to report any problems 
they see to the clerks, who can then 
contact Highways to ask them to come 
and repair the damage. The Council is 
now using a website which gives us a 
real life map of the village, taken by 
satellite and constantly updated. This 
prints out into a wall chart, showing the 
whole village at a glance and it allows 
the clerks to mark up reported problem 
areas so that everyone can see clearly 
where they are, and then ‘tick off’ those 
that have been sorted.

Our Phone Box
Here’s a question for you all – what to 
do with our Telephone Box outside the 
church?  It has been broken for years 
so can’t be used, and BT really don’t 
want them any more so they won’t 
come and repair it without a fight.  They 
would much rather the local community 
adopted it as a local ‘listed’ monument 

and take over the maintenance, 
possibly giving it another use, like 
the one in Wimpole which houses 
second hand books for people to 
borrow.  Every year that passes it 
gets more damaged and unsightly, 
but if the village take it on then the 
Council will have to spend part of 
our budget cleaning and maintaining 
it for many years to come.  Is it 
worth it?  Do we want to adopt it 
and if so, does anyone have any 
bright ideas what to do with it?

Horse Sense
Finally, a plea for common sense.  
Recently two friends of mine rode 
their horses out of Gamlingay on 
a quiet Sunday morning, up Long 
Lane towards Gransden. They were 

just turning for home when one of the 
horses spooked and his rider fell off 
onto hard ground, where she lay partly 
unconscious and concussed. The horse 
then panicked (as they often do) and 
started galloping riderless along the 
road back towards the village.  My other 
friends horse chose to follow, leaving 
her helpless on his back, unable to stop, 
chasing the first horse in the middle of 
the road, with traffic coming both ways. 
She did the only thing she could which 
was to fish out her mobile phone from 
her pocket and call an ambulance for 
her friend left behind on the ground; 
not an easy task on a fast moving horse. 
It was a horrible, scary situation, made 
much worse by some of the passing 
drivers who, seemingly oblivious to the 
danger, overtook both horses, pushing 
past in their hurry and shouted at her 
to ‘get off her mobile’ as if she was 
chatting to friends!  Only one man 
stopped to help, he slowed the car, got a 
very hurried instruction from her where 
the other girl lay, and then went to help 
her, staying until the ambulance arrived.

The moral here is, please, if you are 
a driver and you see horses riding on 
the road, always slow down and give 
them a wide berth. If you see any rider 
in trouble, stay well clear behind them 
so as not to make things worse, as it 
is unlikely that you can stop a bolting 
horse from a car. Trying to overtake 
them is inviting a crash between car 
and horse. If you can stop and help a 
fallen rider please do, especially if they 
are alone, or their companion is unable 
to. In this case, luckily no one was 
seriously hurt, and thanks to the man 
who did stop and help. 

As always, if you have any questions 
about the Parish Council please get in 
touch with
 Kirstin or Leanne on 650 310 or 
clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk, or look on 
our website or Facebook page, or even 
better come along to our meetings to 
listen in – 7.30 at the Hub on the second 
Tuesday of every month.

Best wishes,
Sarah Groom
Chair of Gamlingay Parish Council
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Gamlingay Eco Hub, Stocks Lane, Gamlingay, SG19 3JR
Andrea: 07980 612077          Tel: 01767 651226

Email: manager@eco-hub.info
www.eco-hub.info

Corporate Day Rates
Why hire Gamlingay Eco Hub for your conference, 
meeting or exhibition?
Gamlingay Eco Hub provides flexible, low cost spaces to suit 
every need in a new exciting and ground breaking building.  

This facility is situated centrally within major communication routes 
of the A1, A14 and M11 and is only 3 miles from the main line 
station at Sandy. 

Day Delegate Rate @ £23.50 per person

Consultation and planning, prior to the event• 
An Eco Hub Team Member to assist on the day• 
Room set-up, including all furniture• 
42” LCD Flat Screen TV, with VGA adaptor• 
Flip Chart• 
Eco Hub pads and pens for delegates• 
Free secure WIFI• 
Access to IT suite• 
Syndicate space• 
3 servings of tea, coffee and biscuits• 
Bottled mineral water• 
Finger buffet lunch with fresh fruit• 

If your business is part of the Green Economy or you are an advocate of sustainable 
building what better place to hold your meeting than in the extraordinary building that 
is the Eco Hub?  

A national exemplar for renewable energy uptake and energy efficiency.

Additional arrangements for travel & accommodation can be arranged for you.

We provide an all inclusive rate to ensure hastle free planning in a comfortable, 
friendly environment or for smaller groups (>15), a personalised package, or 

simply room hire. 

Gamlingay Eco Hub, Stocks Lane, Gamlingay, SG19 3JR
Andrea: 07980 612077          Tel: 01767 651226

Email: andrea@eco-hub.info
www.eco-hub.info

What’s On Refreshments
Monday

Slimming World Ellis 1630 - 2130
Zumba E-M 1000 - 1100
Fit Mamas, Fitness Class E-M 1115 - 1200
Hot Steps Maddocks 1545 - 1745

Tuesday
Baby and Toddler Group Maddock 0915 - 1145
Parish Council E-M 1830 - 2230
Yoga Kingspan 1930 - 2100
Gamlingay Players Maddocks 2000 - 2200

Wednesday
Sure Start Childrens’ Grp Maddocks 1015 - 1215
Art Class Ellis 1000 - 1200
Impact Self Defence E-M 1800 - 2100
Jazz Dancing Kingspan 1815 - 1945
GEAG Jack A. 2000 - 2200

Thursday
Youth Club and Cafe E-M, Mezz 1700 - 2115
Alice Lucas School of Dance Kingspan 1815 - 2030
Gamlingay Players Maddocks 2000 - 2200

And don’t forget our resident Day Nursery ...

Tea & Coffee 50p

Cafetiere, Freshly Brewed Coffee £2.50
     Serves approximately 5 mugs

Squash 40p

Jug of Squash £1.50

Bottle of Water 70p

Cakes and Chocolate Bars £1.00

Double pack of Cookies 50p

Ice Pop 40p

Ice Cream 50p
Forthcoming Events

The Eco Hub Jumble Sale
Saturday 9th February
09:00 - 12:30
£5.00 per table
Tea, coffee, bacon & sausage sarnies 
Please contact the Eco Hub 
01767 651226 
e-mail karen@eco-hub.info
www.eco-hub.info 

Paul Kitson Dance
Presents Street Dance & Musical 
Theatre Dance
Saturday 12th & 26th January
Saturday 2nd February
Street dance lessons start from 7 years old 
and Musical Theatre 17+ years.
For further information please contact
Linda Kitson 07980 467579 
e-mail linda.kitson2218@gmail.com 

What’s On
Monday

Slimming World Friendly weight loss group 17:30  & 19:30

Zumba Gold Latin dance inspired workout 10:00 - 11:00

Hot Steps Dance 
Academy

Children’s dance classes 16:00  - 18:15

Tuesday
Baby & Toddler 
Group 

Arts, crafts & general play 09:30 - 11:30

Parish Council 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each 
month - Public Meetings 

19:00

Yoga Gentle & friendly class 
All levels 

19:30 - 21:00 

Gamlingay Players Reherasal space 20:00-22:00

Wednesday
Sure Start Baby & 
Toddler Group 

Baby club 
Toddler story time 
 Play together time 

10:00 - 11:00
11:00 - 11:30
11:30-12:30

Art Class Draw & paint in water colour 10:00 - 12:00

Self Defence &              
Fitness Training  

Children & adult classes 18:00 - 20:00 

GEAG Gamlingay Environmental 
Action Group - monthly 
meeting

20:00 - 22:00 

Thursday
Youth Cafe & Club Local children’s group - Cafe 

YR4 + Club YR 8 + 
17:15  & 21:00

Alice Lucus Fabulous fun for feet,       
fi ngers and faces

10:00 - 11:00

Gamlingay Players Rehearsal space 20:00 - 22:00

Hello Everybody.

Well the Autumn/ Ice age has kicked in,  and the rain keeps pouring.  I saw my wife gazing 
through the window the other day looking thoroughly miserable with the cold and wet. I felt 
I should maybe let her in. But at the Hub we are - as usual - warm as toast and even busier 
with more new hirers.
During October we had the wonderful Green Day event - posters for which you will have 
seen. The reason for picking this out for mention is the huge success of the venture. We had 
more than 20 companies and organisations display products and services and giving out good advice. We had 
over 200 visitors to the event and managed to make a little profit to prop up the building. This was rapidly fol-
lowed by the Christmas Craft Fair at the end of November which was similarly well attended. We are so encour-
aged that we would like to have something of this scale every month and will welcome ideas about events you 
would like to see.
You all know how often I go on about finding new trustees and volunteers; well I am delighted to announce 
that Bridget Mappely has agreed to become our latest recruit. We are very excited to welcome her as she has a 
wealth of experience and knows the village very well.  
I have mentioned before how finishing the building seems to take so long but we are really now in the enhance-
ments phase. Having been very successful at getting open and gaining regular clients, we are now adding items 
such as a lighting bar to the theatre so that the staging can be used for plays and music events etc.  
I'd like to mention a slight problem we (or you) might have concerning the car park. If you leave your car there in 
the evening and do not pay attention to when the Hub is closing, you run the risk of getting it locked in.  It would 
not be fair to ask the staff and volunteers to wait around for ages whilst somebody comes back to their car so 
please take note of the closing time. Generally the gate can be locked as early as 5.00 in the evening. This leads 
me to a second traffic problem we are experiencing. The entrance to the Hub (the road side of the green gates) is 
not a parking space – nor a dropping off point for the doctors. The doctor's surgery has an adequate car park just 
along the road from the surgery and there is plenty of places to drop people off.

Ah well – back to my Brolly. 
John Mercer, Chair, Gamlingay Eco-Hub

Sam; My Hub Volunteer Story

I am a volunteer at the Eco Hub and do a three hour stint there every Monday afternoon and, occasionally, extra 
hours when needed. I love doing it. I retired a couple of years ago; and after the first flush of relief at not having 
to  get up early  and battle my way down the AI  to work;  and also having done most of the things I imagined 
would keep me busy in retirement, I began to feel a little lacking in purpose. It was suggested to me that I might 
become a volunteer at the Eco Hub. I had a meeting with Andrea, the Manager of the Eco Hub, and she told me 
the  sort of things that I might expect to do as a volunteer. She made it clear that volunteers aren’t expected to 
do things which they personally might prefer not to do. I started at the Eco Hub in April 2012.  
So what do I do?  Andrea is there when I arrive on a Monday and she tells me about anything out of the usual 
which might be happening that afternoon. When she leaves I manage the reception desk, answer the phone and 
deal with any queries visitors might have. This sometimes entails having to say that I don’t know the answer and 
that I’ll leave a message for Andrea to follow up. I am learning as a result of the questions posed to me, but there 
do seem to be new ones cropping up all the time. Nobody seems to mind if I don’t have all the answers. I also 
make sure that the rooms to be used that afternoon are set up appropriately, replenish the refreshments trolley, 
clear away coffee mugs and tidy up etc. I also help with more specific tasks such as gathering information on ad-
ditional activities under consideration for the Eco Hub in the future. 
Everyone at the Eco Hub has made me feel very welcome, and everyone has been very helpful. The building itself 
is very special, in my opinion, and it’s a wonderful place in which to spend time. Perhaps you too might like to 
think about becoming a volunteer.
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WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY and FEBRUARY

Over 50’s walks Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.  Ring 654 891 for 
further information

History Society

Monday, 14th January 2013 An evening with James Brown

February 11th meeting Dr Ken Sneath will speak on 800 years of Godmanchester history.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New members 
most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday, 11th January Competition 4, open, prints and DI’s, judge David Steel

18th January Birds beasts and geezers, Liz and Barrie Hatten

25th January Wild about Beds, Richard Revels

Friday, 1st February An evening with Sue Brock-Hollinshead

8th February Competition 5, open, prints only, judge Colin Southgate

15th February Eye witness with Steve Smith

Thursday, 21st February Tri-club-v-Royston-v-Letchworth at Royston, Judge to be arranged,

Saturday, 23rd February St Ives interprint, Judge details awaited

Gardening Club

Wednesday 9th January The growth and development of a country garden, Roger Mortimer

Wednesday, 6th February Trends in gardening, Nigel Eaton

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 15th January Andy Malcolm ‘The true price of fish and chips’

Tuesday, 19th February Geoffrey Evans ‘Around Alaska’

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

15th January Forum meeting

5th March 2013 Forum meeting

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor 
work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins).

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Soup lunches every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start

Cock Inn, quiz nights details awaited

Youth Night meet at the Ecohub, 5.30 - 7.15pm, Thursdays, for 9-14 year olds

Thursday,10th January Youth council meeting and talent show

Thursday, 17th January Bingo

Thursday, 24th January Celebrate Burns Night - poem/rapping competition

Thursday, 31st January Make and bake clay hearts for Valentines.

Thursday, 7th February Pancakes!

Thursday, 14th February Valentine’s surprise



WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY and FEBRUARY

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 379 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website www.hatley.
info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: 

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the public 
are always welcome to attend these meetings which are now held 
quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, May, July and 
October..

The Gazette

Friday, 1st February 2013 Copy deadline for March edition.

Friday, 1st March 2013 Copy deadline for April edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table   Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 21st January AGM

Gamlingay Players Jan Cooper 650 178

Tuesdays 8pm Ecohub

Thursdays 8pm venue varies

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(GAMARCH) monthly meetigs 7:45pm at the ecohub

Thursday, 10th January

Thursday, 7th February



PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Nicola Drew (Jnt 
Chair)

07510 278 
330

Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 
676

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 
491

Natalie 691 477
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Ecohub Manager Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gardening Club Jean Venning 

Liz Tayler 
261 298
650 600

History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Over 50’s walks meet at 
Ecohub

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas, 316 518

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

East Beds Model 
Railway club

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Jane Brown 652 007

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Oldham 631 720

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: 

karen.crutchington@sky.
com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head C 
Pheysey

650 360

First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

Library Opening hours   01767 651 226
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm 
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm, 

free drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm Homework club 4 - 5.30pm. Please note the revised times.
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm
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Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm 
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm, 

free drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm Homework club 4 - 5.30pm. Please note the revised times.
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at 
Baptist Church 
hall

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

101

Community Police PC S.Wiltshire
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,

Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at ecohub clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Sarah Groom

Vice Chairman Nick Telford-Reed
Library Kate 

Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Leanne Bacon

650 379

parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Bridget 
Mappley

650584

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.
uk

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141

CFRS community 
champion

audreywilliams@lineone.net



The Police
Non-emergency number:

101


